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Marble is like a man,
before embarking on something, you 
have to know it well and know
everything about what it has inside.
   Michelangelo Buonarroti

From the origins of man, stone was synonymous with 
safety and our distant ancestors used the caves as 
homes, to protect themselves from bad weather and 
danger.

Natural stone has since become a structural element of 
construction,  an element of furnishing and decoration  
with its colours, an element with sculptures, mosaics 
and inlays.

This small handbook is to give simple information 
about choosing natural stone, its proper placement, the 
different types of surfaces possible today, the installation 
and maintenance needed so this beautiful and unique 
product of nature can maintain its lustre over the years.

Choose naturally
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• Because the varieties, types, colours, grain, shades 
and transparency of natural stone are numerous and 
the processes allow any size and any thickness to be 
obtained.

• Because the surface is workable in many ways and 
allows for rustic, wavy, hollowed, soft, opaque, 
reflective, satin, eggshell, scratched, bush hammered 
and carved  effects to be obtained.

• Because it must only be processed and produced, 
with minimal energy consumption and maximum 
respect for the environment compared to any other 
manufactured product.

• Because millions of years are needed to make stone 
hard and, therefore, processable; the strength and 
durability of the product are guaranteed by nature.

• Because the durability is superior to that of any other 
material; your natural stone floor can be trampled on 
even by children and grandchildren.

• Because it requires little maintenance that, if properly 
executed, maintains the aesthetic characteristics in 
an unaltered way. A floor, after many years of use, 
can be re-polished and return to looking as good as 
new.

Why choose
natural stone?

4



• Because  it is fully utilized and is infinitely recyclable. 
What is not proccessed in our laboratories is used 
in pharmaceutical and food companies, in the 
production of paints, for foundations of roads and in 
so many other areas.

• Because it is not flammable and therefore safer than 
any other building material; in case of fire it does not 
release toxic substances into the air and does not feed 
the fire, increasing safety in case of an accident.

• Because the use of modern technologies has allowed 
a substantial reduction in proccessing times and, 
therefore, of the costs, making  natural stone very 
competitive compared to other natural materials used 
for flooring and wall coverings.

• Because a work in natural stone will never be the 
same as another, because of the diversity of shades, 
the background colours or textures. Natural stone 
only interprets itself and is not an imitation.

• Because having a floor or a covering of marble 
gratifies its owner and is a sign of elegance, class and 
distinction.



Buildings for residential use



Interior design



There is natural stone which can be used in both indoor 

and outdoor applications, other types for which it is 

preferable to use predominantly inside and still others 

for which it is preferable to use only vertically.

The choice of the type of natural stone to be used must 

take into account the intrinsic characteristics of the 

material in relation to the project or the object to be 

realized.

Natural stone is the only element that can be employed 

in all projects, and for all various possible uses, with 

any size, thickness and surface finish. Here are some 

examples:

• Window surrounds.

• Internal windowsills.

• Internal and external stairs, straight or shaped, with 

the possibility of working visible edges with many 

styles.

• Floors of standard sizes or for projects, installations 

with staggered, or inlaid designs:

   OUTDOORS: with flamed, hammered, scratched 

(non-slip) surfaces;

   INTERIOR: polished, smoothed or brushed surfaces. 

Being a good thermal conductor, natural stone is   

   particularly suitable for being used where underfloor 

heating is installed.

How can you use
natural stone?
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• Internal and external vertical coatings, full-height

 or for wainscoting.

• Curtain walls.

• Backlit partitions.

• Technical and artistic mosaics. 

• Mouldings and decorations.

• Plans for kitchens and bathrooms, recessed, semi-

recessed and supported. Integrated carved sinks and 

basins.

• Columns and balustrades.

• Monuments, statues, fountains, vases and wells to 

beautify homes, gardens and parks.

• Funerary art, from simple tombstones to the most 

sought after mausoleums.



Natural stone can be used in any type of building, 

classical or modern, low cost or high-class. The high 

resistance makes it suitable for:

• Buildings for residential use.

• Interior design.

• Public buildings.

• Wellness centres and swimming pools.

• Terraces, balconies and external walkways.

• External coatings 

• Squares and street furniture.

• Gravestones

SIZES AND THICKNESSES
The size of the natural stone proccessed can vary from 

a few millimetres (just think of mosaic tiles) until you 

reach lengths of about three metres in one piece.

Even thicknesses, according to the use it needs to be 

put to, can be very thin or particularly substantial.

Where can you
use natural stone?

10







INSTALLATION
To get the best result of beauty and durability from floor 

and wall coverings in natural stone, it is important that 

the installation is performed correctly.

It is better to entrust the installation to professionals, 

making sure that adhesives suitable for natural stone 

and with specific characteristics for the work to be 

performed are used: floors, walls or mosaics. The use 

of a unsuitable glue causes  imperfect adhesion of the 

materials and can cause staining and yellowing which 

will irreparably ruin the beauty of the stone.

UNI technical standards dedicated to the design, 

installation and maintenance of both floor coverings 

(UNI 11322: 2009) and of those Wall (UNI 11521: 

2013) were recently published.

At the design stage it is important to define:

• the stress actions expected

• the thickness of the stone that is to be used;

• the correct spacing of the joints

• the choice the most appropriate adhesive  based on:

 - how the coating will be used;

 - the dimensional stability of the type of stone

  and the size;

 - staining. 



Public buildings



Wellness centres and swimming pools



Natural stone can be subjected to specific treatments to 

protect against corrosive agents such as acids (lemon, 

vinegar, tomato), making it impervious to oils (thus 

avoiding stains) and keeping its shine.

These treatments can be performed after installation 

and periodically repeated in a very simple way and 

without having to resort to aprofessional.

MAINTENANCE
The maintenance of natural stone is simple and takes 

little time. To obtain a fast and effective cleaning ,water 

and alcohol or a normal mild detergent available today 

in any supermarket are sufficient .

SURFACE WEAR
Excessive foot traffic, after many years of use 

(particularly in public spaces but also in the most used 

areas  of the house, such as the kitchen),or liquid spills, 

can cause wear on floor surfaces or staining on kitchen 

or bathroom counters. Only natural stone offers the 

enormous advantage of being able to be revived and, 

in the case of the floors, being  able to be polished in 

place, without having to resort to substitutions. After 

the operation the natural stone will return to its original 

state, as it was when it was newly laid.

Surface treatments
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SUSTAINABILITY
Modern quarries are now subject to very strict controls 

relating to safety, pollution and the landscape. The 

quarries used today for the extraction of  stone will have 

to be restored with the addition of a vegetal layer and 

with subsequent planting.

RADIOACTIVITY
“In the early stages of the formation of planets, like 

Earth, matter aggregated resulting in heavier elements 

originating also as a result of nuclear transmutations. 

Even on Earth, therefore, originally all elements were 

all radioactive; over the next billion years until today, 

they have decayed and become stable. These elements 

and their descendants are found in the earth’s crust, 

in the water, the atmosphere, the biosphere, and 

thus all natural materials, such as building materials, 

fossil fuels, water, etc .. “(description obtained from 

encyclopedia Sapere).

All construction materials contain radioactive elements 

and so too do some granites. The concentration, 

however, is so low that the amount of radiation released 

by a granite countertop in the course of a year is less 

than the radiation suffered during a single X-ray.

To eliminate any danger the normal ventilation of rooms 

is sufficient.



The natural stone that you choose for your project is a rock 

formed over millions of years.

That’s why natural stone is unique: it is a natural archive 

that has preserved almost all events of earth’s history, 

occurring over very long periods.

Sometimes you can see colour variations, punctual 

concentrations of fossils, “spots”, shadows and veins that 

seem abnormal and that our eye automatically interprets as 

something “out of place”.

Nothing could be further from the truth !!

There is no question of defects, but the images and 

testimonies of how the original environment of that particular 

rock was , as well as, as for real diamonds, a guarantee of 

the natural and not artificial origin of the materials.

• Because it is a natural product.

• Because it is versatile and applicable in all situations

 and conditions.

• Because its colour and its grain can not be modified.

• Because it is customizable according to size, finishes,

 combinations of different materials.

• Because every implementation is different from another,

 so it is unique.

• Because it is not a copy of anything!

Peculiarities of natural stone

So: why buy
natural stone?

18





Terraces, balconies
and external walkways



External coatings



Natural Stone is generally grouped into large “families” 

based on its geological nature:

• ALABASTER: a natural compact stone, made up of of 

chalk, is formed by the constant deposit of minerals 

from cold waters. It is  translucent and can be backlit.

• SLATE: a natural compact stone with a  very fine 

grain that can easily split, thanks to its particular 

weave formed over millions of years.

• SANDSTONE: a natural stone formed by ancient 

sands. The individual grains of sand are bound by 

a natural cement that over millions of years has 

compacted and turned into original sand rock.

• BASALT: a compact natural stone, sometimes porous, 

formed by the cooling of a particular lava.

• BEOLA: a compact coarse grained natural stone , 

easy to work split because of the unique weave.

• RUBBLESTONE: a natural stone made up  of rock 

fragments further strengthened by a very tenacious 

natural cement. The colour is very variable depending 

on the nature of the fragments of the original rock.

• LIMESTONE: a compact natural stone consisting 

of tiny specks of calcium carbonate falling from 

seawater. It may contain traces of fossil shells, shells, 

algae, fingerprints.

• GRANITE: a compact  natural stone, of a crystalline 

silicate composition, characterized by the presence of 

crystals visible to the naked eye of variable shape and 

colour. It has been  formed in the course of tens of 

Divisions
of natural stone
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millions of years by the cooling of huge magmatic 

masses within the earth’s crust.

• MARBLE: acompact natural stone, crystalline, 

of a carbonate composition, which is  formed by 

metamorphism. The purity of the original rock and 

the exceptional nature of the metamorphic processes 

that transform the marble make this stone particularly 

valuable and rare.

• ONYX: a rare compact natural stone characterized 

by the presence of infinite shades of colour (white, 

honey, pink, brown, orange, gray, etc.). They are 

translucent when backlit and create fascinating light 

effects according to the different textures.

• PORPHYRY: a compact natural stone formed by 

the cooling of lava with a particular composition, 

consisting of silicate crystals and a glassy mass that 

acts as a natural glue for the granules. It is mainly 

processed split .

• QUARZITE: a compact natural stone, consisting 

almost exclusively of granules of quartz, one of the 

hardest minerals found in nature.Based on their 

origin, it can be processed either split or cut.

• TRAVERTINE: a porous compact natural stone, 

originating from the overlapping of innumerable thin 

layers of calcium carbonate deposited by hot springs.

It  can be proccessed with either open or closed pores.



Squares and street furniture



La vera protagonista
è l'atmosfera
di serena tranquillità,
un luogo dove il tempo
si dilata fino a scomparire.



The mining and proccessing activities in the province of 

Verona date back to over 2,000 years ago.

The Arena of Verona, the main symbol of the city, 

was completely built from local stone in the year 30 

AD, some 40 years before the most famous Roman 

Colosseum.

Since then the rise in the knowledge and the ability 

to work the natural stone have evolved, improved and 

been refined. Continued investment and the introduction 

of the most modern and innovative technologies have 

made the Verona segment a star in  the processing of 

natural stone, well known and respected by all national 

and international operators.

50 quarries for the extraction of marble, 300 processing 

companies, hundreds of varieties researched and 

imported from everywhere, product knowledge, 

attention to quality, the great competence and 

professionalism make Verona one of the most important 

and appreciated sites in the world.

Floor coverings for the most important presidential 

palaces, palaces, skyscrapers, apartments,were 

processed in Verona before leaving for each destination.

The house is a lasting asset and today modern 

technology  allows us to bring the whole of our 

experience, also in small projects,producing  floors and 

coatings, customized according to your choices and 

unique for the exclusivity of the material.

Verona
and natural stone
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The Marble District of Verona is composed of 517 

companies (95% manufacturing companies, 5% 

mining companies) that employ about 4,000 employees 

and it holds  the leadership of trade both nationally and 

internationally, covering about 28% of Italian exports 

and reaching 5% of the world exports.

The District is based in Volargne of Dolcè (Verona) at 

Centro Servizi Marmo, a multi-purpose, semi-public and 

non-profit organization, in which activities are carried 

out such as  laboratory testing, information, advice, 

research, training, promotion service for  operators in 

the ornamental stone sector.

Associations: they are part of the Marble District of 

Verona also some consortia and associations comprising 

of  companies in the industry, providing support services 

and communal actions at promotional, commercial, 

administrative, legal and educational levels.



PESCHIERA

USCITA PESCHIERA
USCITA VERONA NORD

USCITA VERONA SUD

USCITA

 

AFFI

USCITA SOMMACAMPAGNA

SONA VERONA

DOMEGLIARA

VOLARGNE

A4

A22

NEGRAR

GREZZANA

FANE

LUGO

BRENNERO

MODENA

VENEZIA

MILANO

LAGO DI
GARDA

Consorzio Marmisti
della Valpantena
Via Domenico da Lugo, 19
37023 Grezzana (Verona)
Tel. +39 045 8802158
Fax +39 045 8819483
info@consorziomarmistivalpantena.it
www.consorziomarmistivalpantena.it

Consorzio Tutela
Pietra della Lessinia
Via Roma, 2
37020 Sant’Anna d’Alfaedo (Verona)
info@consorziopietradellalessinia.com
www.consorziopietradellalessinia.com

AS.MA.VE.
Consorzio Marmisti Veronesi
Via del Marmo, 919
37020 Volargne di Dolcé (Verona)
Tel. +39 045 6862369
Fax +39 045 7732313
info@asmave.it
www.asmave.it

Centro Servizi Marmo
Via del Marmo, 919
37020 Volargne di Dolcé (Verona)
Tel. +39 045 6888474
Fax +39 045 6884219
info@videomarmoteca.it
www.videomarmoteca.it
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